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young men.  Our participa-

tion will include assistance 

with college tours, group 

discussions, and support of 

specified projects .   

We are thankful to New 

Journey founder Mrs. 

Danyiel Yarbrough, staff, 

and volunteers for extending 

the opportunity to work with 

such a dynamic and impact-

ful organization.     

As part of our commitment 

to youth services, Chi Tau 

has begun working with the 

New Journey Youth Cen-

ter.  Serving the Apopka-

area since 2009, the organi-

zation provides co-ed stu-

dents, ages 12 to 19, with an 

array of activities centered 

on educational enhance-

ment, community involve-

ment, and creative develop-

ment.  The center also 

boasts a robotics team, 

“Godly Gears”, that partici-

pates in STEM-related com-

petitions.    

 

For our part, Chi Tau broth-

ers will serve as mentors to 

all students, but focus par-

ticular attention to the 

Chapter Partners with Youth Center 

ith the recent 

election of 

Grand Basileus 

Antonio F. Knox, Sr., 

Omega Psi Phi Fra-

ternity, Inc. has ush-

ered in a new era.  

Closer to home, Chi 

Tau Chapter has also 

witnessed a passing 

of the torch.  After 

two successful terms, 

Basileus Gregory 

Richardson now 

serves as mentor and 

advisor to new Basile-

us Dr. Kevin Pruitt.   

Bro. Pruitt has hit the 

ground running with 

ideas and strategies 

designed to enhance 

existing programs.  

He has also spear-

headed efforts to craft 

innovations that so-

lidify our reputation 

as not only one of the 

hardest working 

chapters in the State 

of Florida, but 

throughout Omega! 

One of those innova-

tions is the Chi Tau 

Reporter.  Initially 

created to document 

some of the youth 

mentoring activities 

within the chapter, it 

now serves as a vehi-

cle for documenting 

the broader works of 

the brotherhood.  In 

this inaugural issue, 

we highlight the re-

development of our 

commitment to our 

youth.  We also exam-

ine our community 

outreach during the 

2014 holiday season.  

Finally, we  pay trib-

ute to Bro. Rufus C. 

Brooks who was re-

cently recognized by 

Orange County Public 

Schools for his still-

visible contributions 

to education in the 

Metro Orlando area. 

Ω 
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players as well as local minority com-

munity and business leaders.   

During the nearly 2-hour interactive 

session, students learned keys to 

achieving success in their personal 

lives and throughout their communi-

ties.  According to a Magic press re-

including teachers and parents.  It was 

reinforced that, regardless of the circum-

stance, “respect” is key. 

On February 14th, members of Chi Tau 

Chapter facilitated discussions about the 

movie “Selma” and the importance of 

Black History Month.   Since the session 

happened to fall on Valentine’s Day, there 

was also a brief discussion on the topic of 

“Love” and what it represents to each 

student.   

John Bridges Center, Apopka, FL —

Returning from the holiday break, stu-

dents began their first session at New 

Journey on January 10.  It was a time for 

new students to become better acquainted 

with the program, while returning stu-

dents re-connected with friends and pro-

gram staff.   

After munching pizza and chips, the 

group settled in to watch a brief [5-

minutes] dramatic presentation on 

YouTube about recent high-profile con-

frontations between law enforcement 

officers and civilians.  Afterward, stu-

dents were encouraged to express their 

feelings about the presentation and the 

subject of “police brutality” in general.   

Participants were reminded of the role 

they play when encountering not only 

police officers, but all authority figures, 

lease, the event served to put young 

men “on a pathway to success by build-

ing education, mentor[ing], and job 

opportunities”. 

This summit is only a small part of the 

NBA’s 5-year commitment to promote 

academic excellence and leadership to 

underrepresented youth across the 

country. 

Amway Center—Orlando, FL 

February 6, 2015— In support of Presi-

dent Barack Obama’s “My Brother’s 

Keeper” mentoring initiative for young 

men of color, the Orlando Magic hosted 

a mentoring summit.  “The Magic of 

Mentoring Black Youth Male Sum-

mit” attracted over 200 select students 

within the Orange County Public 

School district who engaged with Magic 

Orange County, FL — Without ques-

tion, the men of Chi Tau Chapter 

exhibit an ongoing commitment to com-

munity engagement.  That commitment 

was on full display during the 2014 

holiday season as chapter brothers sim-

ultaneously participated in two (2) dif-

ferent Christmas parades in Orange 

County.   

 

Led by Brother Commissioner Samuel 

B. Ings, the Washington Shores Com-

munity Christmas Parade & Cele-

bration entertained District 6 resi-

dents with vibrant floats presented by 

area schools, churches, and community 

partners.  As an added treat, Omega 

Men brought smiles to the faces of pa-

rade observers by distributing candy 

while Immediate Past Basileus Gregory 

“G-Rich” Richardson –donning a purple 

suit and gold boots—served as “Omega 

Claus”. 

 

Likewise, the 38th Annual Apopka 

Christmas Parade provided Orlando’s 

northwest neighbors the opportunity to 

witness dazzling displays that navi-

gated through the city’s Park Avenue 

thoroughfare.  This celebration, spon-

sored by the Foliage Sertoma Club of 

Apopka, attracted scores of residents 

who braved the chilly early morning 

temperature to support their communi-

ty.  Chi Tau brothers, at the request of  

founder Mrs. Danyiel Yarbrough, 

walked with the New Journey Youth 

Center float.  The display was high-

lighted by a “robot” designed by their 

“Godly 

Gears” Ro-

botics Engi-

neering 

Club.  Broth-

ers support-

ed the group 

by distrib-

uting infor-

mational 

flyers and 

holiday can-

dy. 

Omega Men Spread Holiday Cheer During Orange County 

Parades  

The New Journey/Chi Tau Journal  

Orlando Magic Hold Youth Summit 
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The Magic aim to put young men “on a 

pathway to success” 



 

upon his knee. 

 

Kudos to Bro. Day for his hard work 

and commitment to ensuring the suc-

cess of our annual event.  In addition, 

special thanks go out to current Basile-

us Dr. Kevin Pruitt, Bro. Richardson, 

and all of the brothers who worked 

diligently behind the scenes.  Although 

the bar has been set high, we will con-

tinue to aspire toward meeting the 

needs of the Central Florida communi-

ty that we graciously serve. 

Orlando, FL—A dash of holi-

day spirit combined with the 

true spirit of Omega produced a 

festive and memorable Omega 

Claus celebration this year.  

Under the leadership of Bro. 

Jesse Day, the brothers of Chi 

Tau displayed an outpouring of 

support for the children who 

received bicycles provided by 

Walmart.  In addition to the 

bicycle give-away, brothers 

engaged with the children and their 

families while serving hot dogs, ham-

burgers, chips, and sodas.   

 

Aside from the distribution of brand 

new “wheels”, Bro. Gregory Richardson 

highlighted the affair with his Royal 

Purple and Old Gold rendition of jolly 

St. Nick: Omega Claus!  The Immedi-

ate Past Basileus didn’t disappoint, 

posing for pictures with some of our 

younger guests after hoisting them 

like to recognize the following chapters 

for their monetary contributions toward 

our Florida Classic Tailgate on No-

vember 22, 2014: 

Eta Rho, Sigma Alpha, Pi Beta Be-

ta, Zeta Chi, and Omega Beta Beta 

The brothers of Chi Tau thank you for 

your support! 

Ω  Mardi Gras, powered by T. Gaines 

Ent., was held on February 7th and 

was a tremendous success. Special 

thanks to Bro. Tramaine Gaines for his 

continued support! 

Ω  An “Old School Lovers Jam” was   

held on Valentine’s Night. 

 Ω  Basileus Dr. Kevin Pruitt would  

 

 

address some of the challenges with-

in Orlando’s 5th District. Chi Tau 

representatives are serving as co-

chair of the mentoring sub-

committee. 

For more information contact Bro. John-

son at: 

          boystomen.orlando@gmail.com   

Orlando, FL —After two years of inac-

tivity, the chapter has rejuvenated its 

commitment to youth development.  Bro. 

Michael Johnson, Mentoring Chair, has 

identified four (4) opportunities to expand 

the chapter’s outreach: 

 New Journey Youth Center 

(NJYC), a non-profit center whose 

activities include bi-monthly interac-

tive group discussions, a STEM Ro-

botics team, and field trips. 

 My Brother’s Keeper Orlando is 

the city’s commitment to President 

Barack Obama’s national youth 

mentoring initiative.   

 Elevate Orlando offers opportuni-

ties for students to gain valuable 

career insight from professionals, 

both in the classroom and during 

field trips to local businesses. 

 Commissioner Regina Hill’s Ur-

ban Crime Prevention Task 

Force was recently developed to 

Omega Claus Delivers Joy to Local Children 

XT Extras 

Chi Tau on Front Line of Orlando Mentoring Initiatives 
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Chi Tau Founders and other chapter brothers 

Courtesy of Bro. Theodore “JoJo” Clark, Jr. 

Omega Cultural Float, MLK Parade 

January 2014 

Bro. Rev. Jamin Powell, Chaplain 

Bros. Rod Taylor, Don Woods, and Kevin Pruitt 

Bro. Powell leads the way 

50-year Anniversary March Commemorating 

“Bloody Sunday” 

Downtown Orlando—March 2015 

Courtesy of Bro. Terrell Mitchell 



 

Bro. Rev. Jamin Powell in Forefront of Local Selma Commemoration 

March 7, 2015 

Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church, Eatonville, FL—  Omega 

Men joined family, friends, government officials, and community 

leaders to celebrate the life of a remarkable woman.  Mrs. Winifred 

“Winnie” Mount, wife of Eatonville Mayor Bro. Bruce Mount and 

mother of Orlando Attorney Bro. Bruce Mount Jr., passed away on 

March 2nd at the age of 50. 

 

A devoted wife, mother of 3, and grandmother, Mrs. Mount’s love and 

commitment extended well beyond her family.  As a Registered Nurse, 

she uplifted patients and medical staff alike with her warmth and 

compassion.  As First Lady, she worked tirelessly to support her 

husband’s vision for the economic growth of their native Eatonville.   

 

Central Florida Omega Men from Chi Tau and Omega Beta Beta 

Chapters served as Honor Guards during the 2-hour service.  Though 

hearts were heavy, Macedonia Pastor Willie C. Barnes reminded all in 

attendance that , as believers, we should feel comfort in knowing “to 

be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord”.   

 

As men of God and brothers of Omega, we support the Mount family 

and are thankful for the legacy left by their matriarch.  Truly, in every 

sense of Dromgoole’s “The Bridge Builder” poem, Mrs. Mount has 

built a bridge through her lifetime of service and we will forever be 

grateful for her selflessness and dedication. 

 

Community Event Spotlight 

 

 

Omega Mourns Passing, Celebrates 

Life of Eatonville’s First Lady 

March 7, 2015 

City Hall, Orlando, FL—  The unofficial theme for the day was 

“Remembering While Pressing Onward”.  In some form or fashion, 

these sentiments were echoed by the clergy, civic leaders, and citizens 

who assembled to mark the 50-year anniversary of “Bloody Sunday”.  

The Alabama voting rights March from Selma to Montgomery is 

regarded as one of the pivotal events of the Civil Rights Movement in 

the United States.  Though the estimated 100 people assembled at the 

commemorative March paled in comparison to the more than 600 who 

peacefully marched a half-century ago, the focus was the same: 

ensuring civil rights and opportunities for all Americans. 

 

Within the lobby of City Hall, guest speakers highlighted the progress made since 1965 with regard to race relations and 

economic development among underrepresented communities.  However, all insisted that we not “rest on our laurels” because 

there is a great deal of work yet to be done.  In fact, Bro. Rev. Jamin Powell, Pastor of Mt. Moriah A.M.E. Church in 

Wildwood, FL and Chaplain of Chi Tau Chapter, warned against taking an apathetic and reactive approach to civil rights.  

Afterward, Bro. Powell led the re-enactment of the March by walking hand-in-hand with supporters from the steps of City 

Hall trough downtown Orlando. 

 

Chi Tau Chapter was well-represented as Basileus Dr. Kevin Pruitt, VB Rod Taylor, KRS Don Woods, and two of our newest 

initiates, Bros. Andre Young and Justin Monroe participated in the event.  Bro. Terrell Mitchell also participated and took 

photographs of this historic remembrance. 
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joined former students, mentees, 

church members, and contemporar-

ies for a reception in the school’s 

media center.  Though the climate 

outside proved to be less than fa-

vorable, the mood and atmosphere 

within the walls of the recently up-

graded building was anything but 

OCPS Honors Bro. Rufus Brooks  
cloudy.  A spry Bro. Brooks 

greeted guests and reminisced 

about some of his triumphs — 

and challenges— in attempting 

to tout the importance of a good 

education.  In fact, he remains 

deeply interested in ensuring 

African-American students take 

advantage of all educational op-

portunities, particularly STEM-

related curriculums.  For all of 

his efforts, both past and pre-

sent, the brothers of Chi Tau 

salute Bro. Brooks as the personifi-

cation of the Cardinal Principles for 

which our Founders demanded of 

each Omega Man. 

Pictured: Bro. Brooks (center) with 

(clockwise from top left) Bros. Russell 

Drake, Dr. Kevin Pruitt, Theodore 

Clark, and Byron Books (son) 

Orlando, FL—CIVIL 

RIGHTS STALWART…

PIONEER…. EDUCA-

TOR…..FAMILY 

MAN…...LEADER.  These 

are just a few of the labels 

attributed to Bro. Rufus C. 

Brooks, a living treasure to 

many whose lives have been 

impacted by his more than 

60 years of civic service in 

the Orlando area.   

On Monday, February 9th, Orange 

County Public Schools recognized 

his academic imprint on the com-

munity by renaming the cafeteria 

at Eccleston Elementary School, of 

which he once served as Principal, 

in his honor.  Chi Tau brothers 

Orlando, FL—  The men of Chi Tau congratulate and 

welcome our newest brothers!  Under the leadership of 

Chapter Advisor Bro. Cliff Branch, four (4) University of 

Central Florida students entered 

Chi Tau Tau Chapter on November 

28, 2014.   

 

On February 27, 2015 five (5) men 

entered the ranks of Chi Tau under 

the watchful eyes of Bros. Richard 

Albert, Sr., Gareth Griffin and 

Shelton Stark.  We look forward  to 

their time, talent, and service to 

Omega! 

 
Pictured XTT: Bros. (1)Brendan Mitchell, 

(2)Delbert Clarke, (3) Cedrick Quickley, 

and (4) Nyle Rice 
  
Pictured XT: Bros. (1) Jared Brooks, (2) 

Andre Young, (3) Willie Robinson, (4) Justin Monroe, and (5) Carl 

Buford 

P.O. Box 555949 

Orlando, FL 32855 

www.mightychitau.com 

O m e g a  P s i  P h i  F r a t e r n i t y ,  I n c .  

C h i  T a u  C h a p t e r  

Chaplain’s Corner 

Bro. Rev. Jamin Powell 

Grace and Peace Brothers, 

As we engage in this Lenten 

season, I urge us to recog-

nize the blessings God has 

bestowed upon us.  

Over the last few months, since the incep-

tion of this year, we as a fraternity have 

experienced highs and lows. It’s important 

that we continue to keep each other lifted 

in prayer. Our duty to our surrounding 

community is coupled with our inherent 

duty to one another. Let us keep all these 

things in mind as we celebrate the sacrifice 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ in the 

coming weeks.  

Be blessed and be encouraged. 

 

Fraternally Submitted, 

Rev. Jamin Powell 

Chi Tau Chapter Chaplain 

Central Florida Omega Men 

Welcome Newest Initiates 

Chi Tau Tau, Fall 2014 

Chi Tau, Spring 2015 
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