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A Call to Serve 
As men of Omega, we hold each of our Cardinal Principles dear:   Manhood is a testament 

to responsibility; Scholarship is the key that opens the door to opportunity; Perseverance 

enables us to navigate through life’s many challenges; Uplift serves as indisputable proof 

that we are, indeed, our brother’s keeper.  Viewed closely, we discover that the undertone 

for each of  these principles is “service” and, 

during the last several months, Chi Tau has 

heard the call from our community and consist-

ently answered with exuberance!  

Our men have worked  tirelessly throughout 

Central Florida, exemplifying our spiritual, civic, 

and personal duty to give of ourselves as the 

Supreme Basileus of the Universe has so graciously given to us.  In this edition, we look at 

the service to our youth in the form of scholarships, mentoring, and  personal develop-

ment.  We will also highlight collaborative effort that  calls attention to mental health 

awareness, particularly for African-American youth.  Finally, we introduce a new section 

that features the work of the Friendship Foundation, Inc., an organization that has support-

ed Chi Tau and our community enrichment efforts for more than 10 years. 

Chi Tau Announces Local Delta Partnership 
The men of Chi Tau Chapter have partnered with the 

women of the Orange County Alumnae Chapter 

(OCAC) of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. to help 

facilitate their EMBODI program for the 2015-16 

academic year.  EMBODI, Empowering Males to Build 

Opportunities for Developing Independence, is a 

male youth mentoring initiative mandated by the 

international governing body of the sorority.    

Our monthly workshops include interactive discus-

sions about such topics as “Respect for Authority”, 

“Money Management”, “Success vs. Failure”, and “Dress for Success”  Through a partnership with the 

Central Florida YMCA Achiever program, students are also afforded the opportunity to participate in 

college tours.  Field trips and community service projects with the Delta GEMS, a similar initiative for 

young women, reinforces a well-rounded curriculum.  We are excited about our partnership and the 

platform upon which we can affect life-long impact. 
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Ωuarterly Ωuotes 

 

The tragedy of life is often 
not in our failure, but rather 
in our complacency; not in 
our doing too much, but 
rather in our doing too 
little; not in our living above 
our ability, but rather in our 
living below our capacities. 

- Dr. Benjamin Elijah Mays 

 

 

If you think you are leading 
and turn around to see no 
one following, then you are 
just taking a walk. 

- Benjamin Hooks 

June 15, 2015 

Callahan Center, Orlando FL 

In keeping with  our commitment to sup-

port  initiatives that directly impact our 

community, Chi Tau  participated in the 

roundtable discussion of the 8th Annual 

“Father’s Week”, a  series of workshops, 

discussions, and activities sponsored by 

the Young Fathers of Central Florida.   

This 501c3 organization  is more than a 

“mentoring program”.  It is a comprehen-

sive, full-service resource center for fa-

thers under the age of 24.  Their goal is to 

provide support and opportunities for 

young fathers  that will, in turn, help  

them support their “children and fami-

lies.  For the event, Mr. Haki Nkrumah, founder and president,  invited and encour-

aged participation from the community-at-large as well as Social Work, Medical, Law 

Enforcement, and Education professionals .  

Chi Tau mentoring chair Bro. Michael D. Johnson participated in the panel discussion, 

themed “Fatherhood and Black Male Achievement”.  It included strategic discussion 

aimed at strengthening families and, ultimately, clearing the path for our youth to 

become future leaders. For more information about the organization, visit 

www.youngfathersofcentralflorida.com.  

Each chapter chair worked diligently to source talent for this year’s joint Talent 
Hunt extravaganza 

Central Florida  Talent Hunt Collaboration 

Omega takes part in “Young Father’s Week” 

May 16, 2015 

Orlando, FL 

The brothers of Chi Tau  and Omega Beta Beta 

Chapters of Orange County (FL) embarked up-

on an historic  partnership and co-hosted this 

year’s Talent Hunt Competition.  The annual 

event ,showcasing  the diverse performing arts 

talents of area high school students, was host-

ed at New Covenant Baptist Church. 

This year’s  collaborative undertaking was the 

brain-child of Bros. James Brown (OBB) and 

Russell Drake (XT), Talent Hunt Chairs for their 

respective chapters.  In the spirit of brother-

hood, each chair worked diligently to source 

talent and generate a spirited competition.   

This year’s winner, West Orange High School  

student Terrrence “TJ” Jones (pictured), 

offered a rousing cover of Sam Smith’s “Stay 

with me”.  Congratulations to “TJ” and Bros. 

Brown and Drake for their hard work!  
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L-R: Bro. James Brown, Bro. Clarence Counts, Terrence 

Jones, Bro. Dr. Kevin Pruitt, and Bro. Russell Drake 
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Colleges and Universi-
ties represented by our 
scholarship recipients 

2008-2013 

 Bethune-Cookman Universi-

ty 

 Cornell University 

 Duke University 

 Fisk University 

 Florida Agricultural & Me-

chanical University 

 Florida Atlantic University 

 Florida International Univer-

sity 

 Florida State University 

 Hampton University 

 Howard University 

 Johnson & Wales University 

 Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology 

 Morehouse College 

 University of Central Florida 

 University of Florida 

 University of North Carolina 

 University of South Florida 

 Valencia College 

Chi Tau Celebrates Academic Achievement 

May 17,2015 

Orlando, FL 

The Chi Tau Chapter of Omega Psi Phi fraternity, Inc., in partnership with the 

Friendship Foundation, held its annual Scholarship Banquet at the Double 

Tree Hotel in downtown Orlando.  This year, 8 students were rewarded for 

their hard work and dedication not only in the classroom, but a vast array of 

extra-curricular activities as well.   

Bro. Rod Taylor, Chi Tau Vice Basileus, served as the Master of Ceremony for 

the event which featured an inspiring keynote address by the Honorable Bro. 

Judge Reginald K.  Whitehead, Ninth Judicial Circuit Court of Florida. In his 

message, he encouraged our youth to maintain their focus and understand 

the tremendous opportunity they have once they enter college and begin 

pursuit of their professional aspirations.  He also congratulated the parents, 

whose sacrifice, love, and support, have guided their children down the path 

by which they are preparing to soon travel.  

For more than 20 years, Chi Tau has celebrated the accomplishments of area 

youth and will continue to offer support while recognizing their accomplish-

ments. 
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2014-15 Scholarship recipients  



XT Extras 

 Bro. Earnest DeLoach, Jr. 
was recently named Gen-
eral Counsel to the African
-American Chamber of 
Commerce of Central 
Florida  

 Bro. Theodore “JoJo” 
Clark, Jr. was been named 
“Teacher of the Year” at 
Orlando Tech 

 Bro. Firpo Hurley is relo-
cating and the brothers of 
Chi Tau gathered for a 
celebration for his service 
to Omega.  He will be 
missed! 

 Chi Tau brothers shipped 
three (3) boxes of food 
and supplies to the Omi-
cron Phi and Zeta Zeta 
Chapters in Columbia, SC 
in  response to the floods 
that ravaged the area in 
October 

 Bro. Rev. Jamin Powell 
and his wife recently cele-
brated the birth of their 
son, Austin Michael Pow-
ell 

 Bro. Tierney Bell and Mrs. 
Shomahri Austin Bell ex-
changed wedding vows 

 Bro. Bruce Mount, Jr. and 
Mrs.. Shayla Johnson 
Mount exchanged wed-
ding vows 

 Bro. Andre Young and 
Mrs. Stephani Grespan 
Young exchanged wed-
ding vows 

Florida Statewide Organization Workshop: 
Chi Tau has strong showing  
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DST Mental Health Summit 
September 26, 2015 

Orlando, FL 

Traditionally, the topic of Mental Health has been met with resistance in the African-American 

community.  However,  in the last 5-10 years, some of the barriers and misconceptions about the 

issue have been gradually diminished.  The Orlando Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorori-

ty, Inc. has recognized the need to not only improve our dialogue, but actively seek more infor-

mation about diagnosis and treatment options for our youth.   In that spirit, Chi Tau was invited to 

participate in their First Annual Youth Mental Health Summit at Valencia College.   

The interactive half-day series included panel discussions with Social Work, Mental Health, and Law 

Enforcement professionals.  Additionally, members of Chi Tau worked exclusively with young men 

during workshops to address issues unique to this population.  Commissioner Bro. Samuel B. Ings 

and  Chief Administrative Officer Bro. Byron Brooks actively participated on behalf of the City of 

Orlando.  The event served approximately 55 middle and high school students.  

September 17—20, 2015 

Rosen Plaza Hotel, Orlando, FL 

The results are in and the brothers of Chi Tau have spo-

ken—through service!  

 As we reflect on the 41st Annual State Workshop, hosted 

by Eatonville’s Omega Beta Beta Chapter, those in attend-

ance were reminded that Chi Tau continues to exemplify 

leadership, perseverance, and commitment.   During the 4-

day event, Omega men throughout the state (and beyond) 

assembled for business and fellowship while reaffirming 

our inherent responsibility to positively impact our com-

munities.   

Throughout the weekend, Chi Tau left an indelible imprint 

on the proceedings, both individually and collectively: 

Individual:  

 Bro. Bruce Mount, Jr. delivered a dynamic keynote address during the Dr. Ronald E. McNair 

Undergraduate Scholarship Luncheon 

 Bro. Rufus Brooks was the recipient of this year’s Founder’s Award for the State of Florida 

 Bro. Brandon Little was the recipient of the State’s Superior Service Award 

 Note: Bros. Brooks and Little will now represent the State of Florida at our upcoming 

 District Meeting which encompasses Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, and Alabama 

Chapter Awards: 

 2nd Place, Large Chapter of he Year in the categories of: 

 Scholarship, Achievement Week, and History & Archives 

Special congratulations are also extended to Chi Tau Tau Chapter (University of Central Florida).  

Under the direction of their chapter advisor, Chi Tau’s Bro. Cliff Branch, they earned the 3rd high-

est  G.P.A. of all undergraduate chapters in the state. 

Again, congratulations to both chapters for a job well done! 

“Brooks Brothers”: Rufus (c), Byron (l), & Jared (r) 

Men of Chi Tau unite at Awards Banquet 



 

We are excited to add a new section, 
“Foundation at a Glance”, to our quarterly news-
letter.  We look forward to utilizing this space to 
inform the Omega brotherhood and others 
about the work that has been achieved across multiple segments  in 
this community. 

For those unfamiliar with the organization, more than 13 years ago, 
the members of Chi Tau envisioned an organization that would  help 
generate funds for the annual youth scholarship program.  From that 
vision, the Friendship Foundation, Inc. (501c3) was born in 2003.  Since 
that time the scope of their work has been extended to encompass 
youth mentoring and athletics, senior engagement programs,  and 
Thanksgiving and Christmas donations.  As an affiliate of Chi Tau, they 
continue to offer a “hand up” to those in need. 

August  2015 

Alaqua Country Club, Lake Mary, FL 

 The Friendship Foundation, Inc. hosted 

the 12th Annual Chapter Founder’s Golf 

Tournament, raising money for scholar-

ships for deserving high school seniors 

interested in pursuing post-secondary 

education.  The funds also support youth 

mentoring and other community pro-

grams, to include Thanksgiving turkey 

donations and senior engagement initia-

tives.  This year we had the pleasure of 

partnering with Mercedes-Benz of North 

Orlando for a fun-filled weekend.   

On Saturday, August 15th, there was a 

Pre-Tournament Pairing Party at the 

dealership's Rinehart Road location in 

Sanford (FL).  The tournament, held the 

following day at Alaqua Country Club in 

Longwood (FL), offered intriguing gifts 

and a hole-in-one Mercedes opportuni-

ty.  In addition, two (2) winners will 

compete in the Mercedes-Benz Dealer 

Championship Tier 2 Tournament in 

Pinehurst (NC) and could advance to 

compete in the Tier 3 finals in Augusta 

(GA) during the week of the Masters 

Tournament. 

The Foundation thanks all of our golf 

tournament sponsors and participants.  

Because of your support, our tourna-

ment was the most successful for Chi 

Tau, the Foundation, and our partner, 

Mercedes –Benz of North Orlando! 
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What is the Friendship 
Foundation? 

Foundation partners with Mercedes-Benz 
of North Orlando for Golf Tournament 

The Friendship Foundation at a Glance 

The Foundation has a 
new look! 

 

August 2015 

The Board of Directors of 
the Friendship Founda-
tion are pleased to intro-
duce our new logo.  The 
design, created by Chi 
Tau’s Bro. Scott Parker, is 
a reflection of our con-
tinued commitment to 
provide guidance and 
support to local youth 
and uplift to members of 
our community who 
have traditionally been 
underserved.  

We have also launched 
www.friendshipfoundati
onfl.com as a platform to 
share information about 
events of public concern 
in Central Florida and 
our collaborative efforts 
with Chi Tau Chapter, 
including our annual 
Founder’s Golf Tourna-
ment.    



Chi Tau in Pictures 
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2015 Pre-Tournament Pairing Party 
Mercedes-Benz of North Orlando 

Sanford, FL 
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2015 Founders Golf Tournament 
Sponsored by Mercedes-Benz of North 

Orlando 
Alaqua Country Club 

Lake Mary, FL 

Chi Tau in Pictures 



Chi Tau in Pictures 
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2015 Scholarship Program 
Doubletree by Hilton Orlando 
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2015 Mental Health Youth Summit 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 

Orlando Alumnae Chapter 
Chi Tau in Pictures 



For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 

give you hope and a future.  

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) 

 Ωuarterly Word of Inspiration 

Please keep these 
brothers, who have lost 
loved ones since our last 
publication, in your 
prayers: 

Bro. Carl Gilmore 

Bro. Roderick Zeigler 

Bro. Derrick Jackson 

Bro. Vernon Dickerson 

Bro. Sadaris Cheatham 

Bro. Justin Monroe 

Bro. E. Jerome Thompson 

Bro. John Fields 

Bro. Derrick Hallman 

Bro. Charles “Lenny” 
Chandler 

Bro. Bruce Mount, Jr. 

Brothers inadvertently 
omitted will appear in the 

next issue 

ΩΨΦ 

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, 
Inc.  

Chi Tau Chapter 

P.O. Box 555949 

Orlando, FL 32855 

www.mightychitau.com 

www.orlandoques.com 

Special Recognition to Bro. Milton Jordan 

Orlando, FL 

At 13.2%, African-Americans have the second-highest diagnosis of diabetes in 

the United States (source: American Diabetes Association, www.diabetes.org).  

Even worse, many go undiagnosed, further increasing the potential for heart 

and kidney disease, stroke, and blindness.  With   such a dire need for commu-

nity awareness and education, Chi Tau has “stepped up” and joined the fight 

to eradicate this deadly disease.  

Former Chi Tau Basileus Bro. Tony Greene has organized a chapter team to 

participate in the STEP OUT: WALK TO STOP DIABETES to be held November 

14th at Bill Frederick Park in Orlando.  This national signature fundraiser of the 

American Diabetes Association raised over $200,000 last year in Orlando 

alone!  Through Bro. Greene’s leadership, the Chi Tau team is  currently 

ranked in the top 5 of local participants in the “Club/Organization” category. 

We look forward to the fellowship with brothers and other participants while 

raising money for a great cause.  

Bro. Tony Greene Spearheads Chi Tau “Step 
Out” Team for Diabetes   

The brothers of Chi Tau would like to extend well-wishes 
and appreciation to  our esteemed Parliamentarian and 
friend, Brother Milton Jordan (Pi Chapter, 1949).  After a 
brief period of illness, we are pleased to report his contin-
ued recovery.   
 
With over 65 Years of service, Brother Jordan continues to 
represent Chi Tau Chapter and Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. with dignity and class.  
Thank you, Brother Jordan, for your leadership and exemplary personification of Man-
hood! 


